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New symposium will challenge mathematicians to solve industry
problems

Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute director Geoff Prince said industry would challenge mathematicians
with problems. James Davies

A unique ﬁve-day hands-on symposium which brings
mathematicians together with industry to drive innovation and
save costs opens on Monday in Melbourne.
The event, AMSI Optimise, run by the Australian Mathematical
by Tim Dodd

Sciences Institute, will expose research mathematicians to
industry problems in the fast-growing ﬁeld of optimisation

research.
AMSI director Geoff Prince said it would include a conference and workshops where
industry people would see how highly theoretical mathematical algorithms could
help their companies run more efﬁciently. Two industries will be the focus of this
year's event – utilities and logistics.
"Research students and academics will show off their stuff and industry will
challenge them with problems," he said.
It is also a training opportunity for graduate students and is expected to help PhD
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students ﬁnd internships with industry.

Executive Jobs in Australia

Victoria's lead scientist, Amanda Caple, who will launch the symposium, said that
researchers and industry needed to harness innovation and prepare for a rapidly
changing future.
She said that, by working together, industry and researchers could "identify new ways
to drive efﬁciency".
Professor Prince said there had been an explosion in the use of optimisation to ﬁnd
the most efﬁcient ways of operating in many industries. He said that as companies
acquired more and more data about their operations, optimisation problems became
more challenging, which drove the need for better algorithms.
He said that mathematicians had made major advances. "The mathematical
improvements in commercial optimisation packages have beaten the improvements
in hardware," he said.
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Professor Prince also said that theoretical solutions to optimisation solutions were
often applicable in widely different industries. For example a solution for an electrical
network could be the same one as for a rail network, he said.

Related articles
'All union Christmases come at once'
30 mins ago

Recommended

From Around the Web

Woolworths sells EziBuy
to Noni B shareholder
Alceon Group

Want to take your SMSF
to the next level?
Download our free...
Promoted

From yoga instructor to
EY partner

AMP Capital

Develop your share
trading strategy
Promoted

Mirvac announces PwC
Melbourne lease

It pays to be nice

1 hr ago

Give CPA back to its members
How to navigate uncertainty,
according to science
The Naked CEO never had any clothes

CommSec

2017 Budget: What's in
store for small business
owners?
Promoted

Labor would consider quotas for
women on boards: Bowen

Latest Stories

Prospa

Get $20k back on your
business tax
Promoted

Tax fraud accountant to
serve under three years

Crazy Domains

Ready to grow your
small business?
Promoted

Xenophon warns
against SA bank tax
5 mins ago

Labor pushes
women-centric super
rules
5 mins ago

Bankwest
powered by plista

Italy rescues two
failing banks
12 mins ago

More

http://www.afr.com/leadership/new-symposium-will-challenge-mathematicians-to-solve-industry-problems-20170624-gwxqe1

Page 2 of 3

